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gospel of plunder. After Plassey he was virtual master
of Bengal, yet he only took the sum he had fixed upon
as being sufficient to establish his political position in
England. JSTo native thought the amount too great : no
one at the time thought of accusing him ; and although
his receipt of the money cannot be justified, he can
scarcely be blamed for acting in the spirit of his age, or
for following the example of De Bussy and Dupleix,
Every one must regret that he allowed a sordid impulse
to obscure the grandeur of his conquest, but it must not
be forgotten that he never sacrificed the interests of his
country to his own, and that he resolutely refused to
accept all money that came from a corrupt source.
Olive, an apt pupil, had been trained in the school of
the Carnatic war ; and there is a striking resemblance
between his action in Bengal and that of Dupleix in the
south of India. The negotiations with the French and
Surajah Dowlah, prior to the attack on Chandernagore,
are very similar to those carried on by Dupleix with the
English and Anwar-ud-din before the capture of Madras.
The formation of an English party at Moorshedabad,
followed by the agreement with Meer Jaffier, might almost
have been copied from the policy adopted by Dupleix
at the court of Nasir Jung. Clive was, however, entirely
free from the insincerity and love of artifice that
distinguished Dupleix, and he had no trace of that
effeminacy which led the great Frenchman to delight in
the splendour of oriental dress and ceremonial. There
are some men, even at the present day, who are ready
to maintain that in dealing with orientals it is justifiable
to use the methods of the oriental ; men who, in the
eager pursuit of their object, would not hesitate to place